
Alvin Ross studied art in elementary school and later in high school.  
He attended the Tyler School of Fine Arts in Philadelphia before moving 
to New York and traveling in Europe in the 50s and 60s. It is clear that 
Alvin loved looking closely at, and rendering the surfaces of every-day 
objects.  In the painting American Coffee and Danish he carefully captures 
the reflection on a metal coffee pot and the glaze on the brown 
pastries. Alvin was a teacher and an art historian at Pratt Institute in 
New York City; he lived in New York and Provincetown and served 
for a time as the President of the Provincetown Art Association and 
Museum.  To the left is a picture of Alvin when he was about 20 years 
old, painting outdoors. There are many ways to draw and paint a still 
life.  How will you recreate Alvin’s breakfast from so many years ago? 
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This painting is called American Coffee and Danish, done in 1968 by Alvin Ross. 
Alvin studied art throughout his whole life, learning to paint everyday objects in 
a photographic way. In this photo-realistic painting, notice the shine of the cof-
fee pot and the reflection of other objects in its surface. This type of painting is 
called a still-life, because it captures a moment in time of everyday life. Below, 
can you create a still-life drawing of your table?

Bring your finished coloring page to PAAM for $1 off admission! 
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