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The Art Reach Program: 

Art Reach is PAAM’s premier award-winning 
education program for youth. Designed to sup-
port the growth and development of students 
over time, from beginner to advanced learner, 
peer mentor to teaching artist, Art Reach is 
comprised of four integrated programs: Art on 
the Edge (ages 9-12); Art Reach 101 (ages 12-15); 
Art Reach Studio (ages 15-19) and Reaching 
Forward Mentorship Program (ages 15+). Art 
Reach runs from October–March and is offered 
free-of-charge, including transportation, mate-
rials, and food assistance.

Art Reach’s 2022–23 Programmatic year was 
made up of 47 participants and six Mentors, 
coming from towns as far as Marston Mills 
and as close as Provincetown. Participants met 
weekly with six on staff teaching artists and 
several visiting educators, exploring various 
projects across medium and thematic content. 
Art Reach runs in tandem with the Reaching 
Forward Mentor Program, a youth employ-
ment program for those seeking to develop 

their skills as artists, mentors, and leaders. 
Mentors work as role models and burgeon-
ing professional artists within Art Reach and 
Little Artists, PAAM’s after school program 
for artists under the age of nine. In addition to 
hands-on experience, Mentors receive weekly 
professional development workshops tailored 
to their specific artistic interests and profes-
sional goals.

   STATEMENTS FROM ART 
   REACH PARTICIPANTS 

Art Reach Studio (ages 15-19):

What inspires me as an artist is the things 
around me. With all these pieces, the process 
was so much fun. I am proud of all the work I've 
done this year and I'm really glad I was able to 
experiment with so many different mediums! 
Working with different mediums has expanded 
my art skills.

- Samantha Lynch 



I am a high school student and I like sketch-
ing to release pent up feelings and show a new 
perspective on stuff. I like architecture and 
drawing floor plans in school. I also enjoy mak-
ing caricatures and cartoon artists. Listening 
to music and sketching, sometimes destroying 
the art helps me remain and it's pretty cool 
though. I believe art can be found in anything 
enjoyable like sports or academics. 

- Dusty O’Campbell

I use art to show my ideas and to express how 
I feel. A lot of my art is based on exaggerated 
features of humans. The medium I like the 
most in art is pencil on paper because it's sim-
ple and lets me get out an idea quickly. Digital 
art is also something I use as a medium a lot 
because I don't have to worry about messing 
up on any important parts and I can use the 
same line art anytime I want.

- Natalya Woodman

My art is inspired by the combination of nature 
and nostalgia. Specifically these pieces hold 
the sort of transient moment of peace one 
feels in nature. This light feeling is also brought 

back in nostalgia which carries a bit of melan-
choly as well. 

- Emily Carr

Art is a way of expressing myself. I believe that 
a person's art is a reflection of the heart and 
soul. Each art piece I do, I do intricately and 
slowly because I believe art has no limit and no 
deadlines. Making these pieces with different 
mediums has been challenging at times, but I 
never failed to show only my very best. 

- Mady Enos

The creation of good art is entirely subjective 
to the eyes of the artist. When creating my 
works I saw flaws in everything. I was never 
satisfied. These projects are me letting go of 
perfection and letting my art create itself. 

- Mary Keyes 

Being an artist is easy but also hard. You have 
your bad days and good, but I think my time 
at PAAM this year has been the best art I've 
made so far. Being an artist for me is being 
able to convey emotions that I can't inwards, 
being able to discuss topics and problems that 
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I'm passionate about, and to be creative and 
give life to characters that I make in my mind. 
Being an artist is to be able to make, create, 
and express what you want. It's a form of free-
dom and escapism. 

- Lillian Rego

No matter what answer you give on why you 
love art is going to be cliche because we all 
love art for the same reasons. It expresses our 
feelings. It gives us an outlet to express how 
we feel. That's what makes art timeless.

- Anya Vargas

I love taking these classes to try out new medi-
ums. There are so many different types of art 
and techniques and I love trying new things. 
Art is a great way to express yourself, and hav-
ing fun with it. 

- Evaluna Hobart

This season of Art Reach Studios, I focused 
more on improving my art style than learn-
ing new art techniques. When creating these 
pieces of art it was important for me to envi-
sion what I wanted to make and not completely 
just make that. When creating the art this year, 
the environment was important and deter-
mined my art flow.

- Xanti Hassan

I have loved making art all my life. The reason 
I came to PAAM was to expand my creativ-
ity and become a better artist. I love making 
various pieces of art with different materials. 
I have not found what style of art I work best 
with. I hope to continue to grow and become a 
better artist.

- Wilson Kerr-Havey 

Also participated: Angel Blood

Art Reach 101 (ages 12-14):

I used a variety of medias for the first time! 
Using wood, watercolors and paper I had loads 

of fun. Jumping in with no rhyme or reason is 
how I rolled. I'm glad I got to experience for the 
second time, it always ends up being fun!

- Maia Rollins 

I chose my newspaper, collage, life drawing 
and my wood carving for the gallery. The col-
lage was made from cutting up random pages 
of magazines and incorporating them together 
by gluing them down. The life drawing is of 
Megan, my instructor for our class. I made it 
with ink as paint and a paintbrush. The wood 
carving was the most complex and was made 
with a block of wood. I had to hand carve with 
chisels and an electric Dremel.

- Ivet Nankova 

I made an oval because it looked basic and 
easy. The oval was hard because it had turns 
so I needed to change the direction of which I 
was facing my tool. For my tools. I used chisels 
and sandpaper. I joined the program because I 
was interested in art. I also joined to get better 
at art because I'm not good at art. 

- Stefan Fitzgerald 

Windoes, and Windoes Wait! Not the computer 
brand, sorry, I made windows, funny reason, 
because I had no ideas, it was simple and so 
me, being not so simple-minded, chose it. 
Think it was easy and fun. It was, real fun.

- Xavier Hercun

I made some things this year that I really hate 
and regret making. The stuff I am displaying are 
the ones which I dislike the least. The photo of 
me with the robot helmet became a character 
and the way I portray myself in drawings now: 
with the baggy hoodie and cardboard helmet. 
I think too much of my pieces this year were 
made as jokes and I should have thought more 
about the future. "Are pine cones fruits?" I 
really enjoyed this year of art.

- Jedidiah Noble

I started at this PAAM program with the inten-
tion to improve how my art looks visually; 



however, I now believe I've also improved my 
art on a deeper level. By doing this I've given 
my art more emotion and feeling, and by 
proxy, improving its visual appeal. 

- Nola Keyes 

In Art Reach 101, I learned a lot of different art 
styles and discovered new materials. My expe-
rience was good.

- Isaiah Edwards

The reason I chose to do a flower is because I 
like to draw flowers when I have nothing to do 
and I wanted to try to carve one to see what 
the experience was and how it would look. I 
used carving tools. I had to use smaller ones so 
it wouldn't look as bad. I also used sandpaper 
to smooth it out when I was finished.

- Mikayla Fitzgerald

In this season of 101, I made a multitude of dif-
ferent pieces, and most of which were medio-
cre or bad. Yet these three I actually find okay.

- Hugo Ceraldi

At Art Reach I glued colors assembled, found 
objects, and painted a phrase. “Vibrant 
Bubbles” was made by gluing magazine cut-
outs on canvas, and “Attic’s Prize” was made 

by assembling objects, and “Tickled Pink” 
was made by painting on wood. When making  
“Vibrant Bubbles”, I wanted to make a rainbow 
gradient, and I ended up making it with circles. 
When making an “Attic’s Prize”, I wanted to 
invoke a feeling of nostalgia. And finally, when 
making “Tickled Pink”, I wanted to give it an 
old feel to match the phrase.

- Disa Clapp

My piece "In the Stars" was inspired by David 
Bowie's album “The Rise and Fall of Ziggy, 
Stardust and Spiders from Mars". In all of my 
artworks I use many different mediums. Art is 
cool.

- Avery Garrison

This was really fun! I love the activities that 
were introduced to me. My artwork was based 
off the sun and summer.

- Eva Edwards

I came to art reach to learn new techniques 
and make new friends. I've learned a lot from 
teachers and mentors. My favorite project was 
definitely the fake news article, it was really 
fun and simple.

- Phoebe Donahue
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I decided to come to Art Reach last year 
because my friend was going too. But I've 
come back to learn more about art, and new 
techniques. In the future, I'd like to draw/paint 
landscapes and realistic things.

- Angela Burris Mendoza 

Also participated: Leo Riikonen

Art on the Edge (ages 9-11):

I liked painting with the natural boiled blueber-
ries. I've never done anything like that before 
and it was a cool experience. I enjoy doing gra-
dient paintings so doing that with new types of 
paint was really fun!

- Pilar D'Aponte 

I made a painting with my friends and the 
experience was fun.

- Ayla Swain

I had sooo much fun at PAAM! I loved learning 
new stuff and making friends with Aylah and 
Grace!

- Sofi Blandford

My art experiments making these pieces was 
through friendship with my friend Ayla. Me 
and her did many paintings the same but dif-
ferent. Another experiment was my favorite 
things like I love ladybugs so I made some lady-
bugs with plastic.

- Lulu Edwards

I had an amazing time making these pieces and 
was inspired by many things along the way. My 
turtle piece was inspired by a turtle from Wild 
Care that came to visit us. My more abstract 
piece was inspired by Helen Frankenthaler and 
her beautiful artwork. And my bubble piece 
was inspired while I was painting my turtle 
Garv and the flamingo came to mind while 
looking at all the color and pop everyone was 
using. 

- Evie Tomaney

My inspiration comes from what is around me 
and what makes me feel like I need to draw it. 
When I draw, sometimes I know exactly what 
I'm going to make. But other times I just try to 
make something that explains how I feel.

- Grace Hoff

I picked these pieces of art because they all 
represent the different projects we did at the 
awesome class. I hope that people can try to 
figure out why I made them! My favorites are 
going to be the 3D building I made and the 
weather poem cards.

- Abigail Kilmer

When I started this class I was not that good 
at painting and I did not like my paintings. But 
now I love my paintings.

- Ayla Magid

I chose the pieces “Modern Home”, “Garv the 
Turtle”, and “Nature Colors”. I picked these 
because I love to do crafting like what I did 
with the “Modern Home". In Art on the Edge 
we had Garv the turtle come in which is what 
inspired my painting called "Garv the Turtle". 
My final piece called “Nature Colors” was 
inspired by my love of nature so I chose to do 
flowers and mushrooms.

- Zoe Zacharias

I like to draw mythical creatures, fruit and ran-
dom designs. I like to use paint, clay, and col-
ored pencils. 

- Stella Messina

My favorite thing to do as an artist is paint. I find 
that when you paint you can create worlds that 
you never imagined you could create. And that 
feeling you get when you finish a good painting 
is amazing. I really enjoyed this semester of Art 
on the Edge. Thank you Grace and Milisa for 
making my experience even better!

- Charlotte Harper-Harriman

I like that I put a lot of work into them and that 



they look like anime. And I love anime.
- Marietta Russe 

I chose these drawings/ paintings because 
I am proud of how they turned out. My first 
place I named “Sketch-random” because it fits 
the drawing well. I chose the second one and 
named it “Prints” because it's a bunch of hand-
prints. My last one/third one is handprints and 
one looks like a smudge and I think it's pretty 
cool!

- Sam Richardson

Also participated: Felipe Diaz 

   REACHING FORWARD 
   MENTORSHIP PROGRAM

Art on the Edge Mentors:
Saffy Jalbert is an artist and craftsperson 
who loves to work in all mediums but espe-
cially metal, jewelry, and sculpture. He is a 
Sophmore in highschool and really enjoys mak-
ing things out of his favorite things collected 
on long walks in the forest and other whimsical 
adventures. 

Juniper O’Campell is an artist and creative 
individual, who enjoys drawing, painting, 
and doodling in the margins of any notebook 
that falls into her possession. She is a senior 

at Nauset High School who loves tea, baked 
goods, and music.

Art Reach 101 Mentor:
Vayda Smith is an artist that dabbles in 
various art mediums and focuses a lot on 
crochet. They are a senior at Nauset High 
School and they love musicals and art history.  
insta: @desaturated_butterfly.

Benny Powers is an aspiring art teacher and 
works in printmaking, embroidery, and digi-
tal art. He's a senior at Nauset Regional High 
School and loves dogs, watching cartoons, and 
writing short stories! insta: @bunbnnii

Little Artist Mentors: 
Emily Carr is a 16 year old Cape Cod raised 
artist who loves printmaking, painting, and 
drawing. She enjoys music, spending time with 
family, and cats. 

Samantha Lynch is an artist who loves work-
ing with all different types of materials. She is 
a sophomore at Nauset High. 

Angel Blood is an artist who is exploring many 
different mediums but they especially enjoy 
painting and drawing. They are a Junior at 
Nauset High School and love music and nature. 
insta: @donutismortal.
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Grace Emmet, PAAM Curator of Community Education and Teaching Artist of 

Art on the Edge

Ruby T, PAAM Curator of Museum Education and Teaching Artist for Reaching Forward

Milisa Moses, Teaching Artist for Art on the Edge

Megan Hinton, Teaching Artist for Art Reach 101

Vicky Tomayko, Teaching Artist for Art Reach Studio

Sophia Dress, Teaching Artist Assistant

Art reAch


